
Higher Education’s Impact on Career and Community Growth in the
Treasure Valley

Have you ever thought about why higher education programs in the Treasure Valley are
such a big deal? Let me tell you, there are some really great reasons to care!

Why Higher Education in the Treasure Valley Matters
to You
First off, having great colleges and universities around means you can easily gain the skills
and qualifications you need to boost your career without moving far from home. Plus, these
institutions attract a ton of students, faculty, and staff, which is awesome for our local
economy – think new jobs, innovation, and even cool new businesses popping up.

If you have teens heading to college, it’s a no-brainer. Good schools set them up for success
and open doors to amazing opportunities right here in our backyard. And it’s not just about
academics – these places get involved in the community, hosting events, cultural activities,
and even offering services that make life better for all of us.

The Impact of Higher Education on the Treasure Valley
Community
Strong educational institutions make the area more attractive to new families and
businesses, which means our local real estate market and overall economy get a nice boost.
And let’s not forget about lifelong learning – whether you want to pick up a new hobby, gain
some new skills, or even pivot to a new career, these schools offer tons of opportunities for
personal and professional growth.

Quality higher education programs build a vibrant, thriving community for all of us. Now,
let’s talk about some of the fantastic institutions we have right here near some of our new
homes in Boise ID. Whether you’re looking to advance your career, help your kids find the
right path, or just want to see how these schools contribute to our local economy, here are
some of the top colleges and universities in the Treasure Valley:
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Boise State University

Located in downtown Boise, BSU is the largest university in Idaho. More than 25,000
students are enrolled across 200 areas of study. The most popular fields are health careers
and business. BSU also has the largest graduate school in Idaho with more than 300
graduate programs as well as PhD programs. US News ranks the university at #176 in Top
Public Schools in the country.

University of Idaho – Boise Campus

U of I is the state’s largest land-grant university. The Boise campus is downtown on East
Front Street. U of I has been the US News #1 Best Value Public University in the West for
four years in a row. The Boise campus offers 30 degrees in areas including science,
healthcare and agriculture. U of I offers more scholarships than any other public university
in Idaho.

Idaho State University – Meridian Campus

Meridian is home to the ISU Health Science Center with more than 30 undergrad and
graduate programs, including online degrees focused on health and emergency services.
The Center operates clinics in various disciplines from mental health to occupational
therapy.

The College of Idaho

This is the oldest private liberal arts college in the state. Located off Cleveland Blvd. in
Caldwell, the college has about 1,100 students. Forbes ranked The College of Idaho as the
top school of higher education in Idaho. Students have a 100% acceptance rate to law
schools and 85% acceptance to medical schools.

College of Western Idaho

As a community college, CWI offers career and technical courses and certificates in addition
to two- and four-year academic degrees. It also has a GED prep program and dual credit for
high school students. There are two Treasure Valley campuses in Boise and Nampa.

Northwest Nazarene University

NNU is a private non-profit Christian liberal arts school in Nampa. It is ranked as the #22
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Best Value School in the West.

Idaho College of Osteopathic Medicine (ICOM)

The Idaho College of Osteopathic Medicine (ICOM) is the state’s first medical school.
Located in Meridian, ICOM offers a comprehensive Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO)
program. The curriculum integrates rigorous scientific coursework with extensive clinical
training, preparing students to meet the diverse healthcare needs of the region. ICOM is a
pivotal institution in improving healthcare access and quality in Idaho and beyond.

University of Dubuque – Meridian

Even though people do often confuse Iowa and Idaho, there is, in fact, a University of
Dubuque located in Meridian, Idaho! This Christian-based university offers adult and
accelerated degrees through the LIFE program.

Eagle Gate College and Carrington College

Eagle Gate College and Carrington College in Boise specialize in healthcare education.
Eagle Gate offers certificates through master’s degrees in nursing and allied health careers.
Carrington is a private for-profit school awarding associate’s degrees.

Education Close to Home
Living in a Brighton community puts you and your family within easy reach of higher
education for any stage of life. Call Brighton Homes today at 208-908-7533 to tour our
communities of new homes in Boise ID.
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